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Our vision is to see the ruinforests of Australia munuyged und
u scientificully sound und sustuinable manner to

yield economic und sociul benefits to the community, while
ensuring conservution of the uniyue cultural and naturdl

feutures of the rainforest.

Ruinforest CRC reseurchers have been
working with infrastructure maunagyers for
more thun fifteen yeurs to encouruye
sustainuble design, consfruction and
muinfenunce pructices in the Wet Tropics
World Heritage Areua.

o A vuriety of projects huve exumined the

impucts of rouds und powerline clearings

through rainforest areus with respect
to hubitat fragmentution und edge

effects, erosion, penetrution of noise und

pollutants, wildlife road mortdlity and
invusions by weeds und ferul unimals.

Beiny uble to mitigute the impucts of
rouds und powerline cledrings through
reduction or prevention hus been the
focus of Ruinforest CRC resedrch during
the pust six to eight yeurs, und impuct
resedrch continues. For smuller tourist
und uccess rouds through the forest, the
continued muinfenunce of the cunopy
ubove the roud will substuntidlly reduce
impuacts in fragmentation, edye effects
und pest invusions.

o The impucts of powerlines huve been
reduced by building tull towers with <
smuill, cleured ‘footprint” thut carries
the powerline ubove the forest cunopy,
thereby preventing fragmentution
by swathe cledring, erosion und pest
invasion. These types of powerlines are
muintuined using helicopters cupuble of
lunding on the tower plutforms.

Fragmentution and mortulity of
terrestrial rainforest fauna due to roud

und highwuy truffic hus been reduced
through the construction of underpuss
funnels, or the upyrade of water-bearing
culverts, while rope bridge overpusses
susppended ten metres ubove the roud
have proven successful for roud crossings
by arboreul fauna.

Reseurch into the impucts of highways
on ruinforest flora and fauna culminuted
in studies prepured us purt of the
proposed upyrade of u busy two-

lane highway through World Heritage
rainforest near Cuirns in the fur northern
region of Queensland, Australia,
Reseurch hus demonstruted that current
levels of frugmentution und mortality of
arboredl aund terrestrial fauna should be
reduced by building long roud bridges
ubove the cuhopy when the four-lune
highway is constructed. Ruinforest
cunopy cun be muintuined through
cureful design of bridyges. Stream
pollutunts cun be removed from roud
run-off, while fencing that directs animals
uhder the bridges cun reduce wildlife
roud kill and fragmentation.

Best pructice munudls for the planning,
design, construction und operation of
rouds und powerlines in the rainforests
of the Wet Tropics huve mude use of
Ruinforest CRC reseurch extensively.

Elsewhere in Austrdlia, the Ruinforest
CRC'’s lurge reseurch buse hus been
upplied to projects in non-rainforest
habitats,

www.rainforest-crc.jcu.edu.au
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The Cooperdutive Resedrch
Centre for Tropicul Ruinforest
Ecology und Munagement
(ubbreviuted to Ruinforest
CRC) was established in 1993
us d resedrch und education
fartnership and involves
twelve core partners including
three major unhiversities,
Commohwedlth und Stute
Government ugencies und
the tfourism industry.

A rahge of world-class
experts support un exciting
Centre portfolio covering key
dreus of resedrch including
enhvironmentdl planhing and
munugement in tropical
landscapes; manhaging and
monitoring impdcts drising
from rainforest visitation

uhd use; cohservation
principles und munaugement;
evdluuting ecosystems goods
uhd services in a dynhumic
landscape; and involving
Indigenhous communhities

in capucity building and
collaborative munagement.
Cenfre reseurch comes uhder
eight broud Program themes,
euch involving Project
ersonhel and research user
representutives with interests in
purticular resedurch dreds.




Supporting the sustainable
use, management and

Available for download from conservation of Australia’s

http://www.rainforest-crc.jcu.edu.au/ tropical rainforests through

research/project4.5.htm
/proj world-class research, training

and technology transfer.

The Rainforest CRC has
produced a number

of quality research
reports, workshop and
conference proceedings
and best practice
manuals. Hard copies
may be obtained

by contacting our
Headaquarters Office.

Our publications are also
available for download at
www.rainforest-crc.jcu.

edu.au/publications/

The Queensland Department of Main Roads has incorporated puinC ations.htm.
new designs for its road signs. Signs such as this fauna

crossing warning will become more frequent in the coming

years as more arboreal animal crossings are installed.
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Available for download from
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/
toc/emr/2/3

Available for download from
hitp://www.rainforest-crc.jcu.edu.au/
publications/publications.htm

Available for download from
hitp://www.icoet.net/ICOET2005.html

Available for purchase at RalnforeSt C RC

http://www.rzsnsw.org.au/

Available for download from ForestFauna2.htm (CEICEEEIEEED
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